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Mr. Lester Snow
DirectOr
Department ofWatct Reso\lrces
P.O. 'Box 94:2836
Sacramento. CA 94236-0001

RE; South Dc1taImprovementS Program EnvironmeDtal Impact Report

Dear Director Snow.

The Kern County Water Agency (KCW A) supports the Dep"rtment of Water
Resources' (DWR) efforts to implemcn11hc Soutb Delta Jmprovemcnt PToject
(SDW) as one component of the overall Conveyance Program described in the
CalFED Bay-DeIta 'Program Rocord ofDocision. KCWA boljeves that I~ timcly
implementation of-the SDIP wjlJ increase pennhted pumping rates at Batiks
Pumping Plant and will allow DWR 10 strike the appropriate balance between
mcreasiDS the state's water supplies and protecting its Delta fishery.

In 2000. tile state and federal governments initiated tbe CalFED Bay-Ddta
Program to maoage the Bay-Delta's water resources and Clcosystem.A unique
collaboration ofinterest5 npportcd the plan including environmental
organizations, water agencies, business itJtcJeStS.fanners. and state and federal
wateT and fish agencies. The SDIP is the nelUstep forward in (his long-Iem
pJanning effort for the Bay.Delta.

-.

DWR recently issued a draft Env;r()nmentaJJmpact Report for 'he SDJP to
suppon installation of permanent operable gates and tbe potential operation of
those gates to incrcue water supplieso KCWA staff is reviewing that document
and will provide comments 10DWll in carlyFebJUaJy. While we expect to
provide you with significant CClmmcnts,our comments do not djl1)inisbOur
genenJ support for full implementation of the SDIP. We t.qe )'ou to move
forward with the necessary environmental documentation and subsequent
implementation oftbis important project.

CUJTCI)tly.the Stare is constrained iDits ability to US8surplus water supplies thai
occur at times when environmental impactS are low. The infi'aslructUreto move
tho Waler is already in place, bu1lmtil SDlP is approved, the state"s water
managers cannot full)' use the existing system. Tho SDJP will ;nCTCaS8the
average amount ofwatcr pumped from the Delta byjust 3-5 pe1Ccot. More
significantly, SDIP will provide the flexibility to shift the timing of water
deli'Veriesto periods when surplus is available and it is enyiromnentalJy safe to
do so. SOIP is an ideal option for California to advance - it will not require
building a new project or the conStroction of major new infrastructure.
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And. funding for the program has aJreadybeen secured 1hrouSb passage of voter Bpproved bonds
in 2000 (proposition 13).

Tbe SDIP is suppolled by a broad. statewide coaJition of water, agriculture, busiJless. pJanaing
oqanizations. and local government officials including the Association of California Water
Agencies. State Water Contractors, California Cbamber of Commerce. California Business
Properties Association and the Western Growers Association.

The Kern Count)' Waler Agenc)' strongly supports the SDIP and encourages aU stakeholders to
help advance this critically needed project.

Thank )Iou.

Sin<:cRIy.

_M.;YC
James M. Beck

cc: Mr. Ryan BToddcrick.
Mr. Mike Chrisman .
Mr. Joe Orinds1aff
Mr. Kirk Rodgc:rs
Mr. Dan Skopec
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